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Advertiſement. 
I FA following Diſcourſe was 


written at the beginning of the 
laſt ſummer, and delivered, for the 
firſt time, on the Toth of June, 
1 1792. --- It was compoſed without 
* the moſt diſtant view to publication; 
but ſome of the author's friends, who 
* M/ately heard it delivered, being of 
J opinion, that the ſentiments contain- 
cel in it might be of ſervice at this 
time, have ſolicited him to conſent to 


ii publication: in compliance with 


| their requeſt it now makes its ap- 

pearance, with the hearty wiſhes of 
| the author, that it were more wor- 
| ” thy tbe peruſal of the public. 
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St. Mark, ch. ix. v. 50. 


— Have Peace one with another 


F we examine the hiſtory of 


| mankind, we ſhall probably find, 


that the calamities, properly ſo call- 
ed, which have befallen them, are 
to be aſcribed in a greater degree 
to their internal diſſenſions than to 
all the other cauſes united, to which 


A 3 they 
4 + 


HS } 
they can, with any colour of reaſon, 
be imputed, 


Natural events, it cannot be de- 
nied, have not unfrequently produ- 


ced diſtreſs and miſery. --- Fire has 


proved the inſtrument of deſtruc- 


tion to cities; earthquakes and 


tempeſts, the effects“ of the former 


of which our own age, though not 


our own country, has witneſſed, 
have at times demoliſhed the lof- 
tieſt monuments of human grandeur 


or of human pride; and contagious 


diſeaſe 


Earthquake at Liſbon, Nov. 1, 1755. 
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LE) 
diſeaſe has nearly depopulated pro- 


vinces. 


But theſe misfortunes have been, 
for the moſt part, local and tempo- 
rary, and ſuch as the induſtry of a 
people, aided by the attention of 
government, have been ſoon able 
to repair. Such events, how me- 
lancholy ſoever they may appear, 
and undoubtedly are, contribute, 
on that very account, to advance, 
in no ſmall degree, the cauſe of 
morality and religion. They ſtrike 


the wicked with awe and amaze- 
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ment : they confirm, with power 


ſuperior to a thouſand arguments, 


the belief of a Providence and of a 


Deity, who knoweth the time of 


«his vengeance, and when he will 


ce repay * they appal the profligate, 


and brandiſh a ſcourge of ſcorpions 


over thoſe, who have within them 


« undivulged crimes unwhipt of hu- 
« man ju/tice.”* 


Againſt ſuch reflections, no pro- 
tection, no reſource, is afforded by 
riches, rank, or ſation, --- On the 

_ contrary 
* Shakeſpeare's Lear, 


SY 


911 
contrary, theſe awful warnings are 
but the more ſeverely felt by thoſe 
whom conſpicuous ſtations have ele- 


vated above the common claſſes of 
mankind. 


Events of this kind therefore, 
while they chaſtiſe, muſt be ac- 
knowledged to be, at the ſame time, 
inſtruments that promote amend- 


ment and reformation of manners 


and conduct. 


But the evils of war and diſſen- 


ſion, while the picture of miſery 
| which 


610 


which they exhibit is at leaſt equal- 


ly ſhocking to our ſenſes, contri- 


bute, I fear, but little, towards ſuch - 


good purpoſes. 


The experience of all ages has ma- 
nifeſted, that mutual violence ſerves 
only to foſter and increaſe mutual 
hatred, indignation, revenge, and 
other malignant paſſions, and that, 


when it. abates, ſuch interval of out- 


rage proceeds more from the inabi- 


lity of the reſpective antagoniſts to 
purſue the conflict, than from any 


moral or religious conviction of the 


miſ- 


THE 
miſchievous conſequences it produ- 


ces. 


The firſt event after the fall of 
man, recorded in Scripture, exhi- 
bits to us, in Aa ſtriking point of 
view, the effects of civil diſſenſion 
between brethren ; © the voice of 
te the blood of Abel cried out unto 
the Lord from the ground; and 
the firſt precept of a moral and ſocial 
nature, delivered from the mouth 
of the Almighty, contained the in- 
terdiction of murder, under the pe- 


nalty of a ſimilar retribution from 


the hand of man. 
This 


( 1 2 ) 


This primary ordinance of the 
Creator of the univerſe has been, not- 


withſtanding, grievoully infringed. 


Not only individuals, who might 
poſſibly have ſome pretence, though 
ſcarcely a juſtifiable cauſe, for per- 
ſonal enmity between themſelves, 
but whole bodies of men, totally 
unconnected in point of perſonal 
Intercourſe, have been forced into 


conteſt with one another, and ri- 


vers of blood ſhed in all ages of the 


world on no better foundation than 


the 
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6 
the gratification of ambition, ha- 
tred, jealouſy, or ſome other ma- 
lignant or diſgraceful paſſion inhe- 
rent in the breaſts of thoſe who 
had the direction or command over 


them. 


Would to God that our acquain- 
tance with theſe bloody ſpectacles 
were derived only through the pa- 
ges of hiſtory | 


Even the younger part of my 
audience may recollect the melan- 


choly events which were but a few 


years 


64 
years ſince diſplayed through a large 
part of the globe by the jarring con- 
tentions of mighty nations; and al- 
though, through the bleſſing of the 
Almighty, theſe devaſtations did 
not ſpread immediately into our 
own country, yet the accounts of 
ſuch tranſactions were highly inte- 
reſting to our feelings in a private, 
as well as a public point of view, 
from the numerous connections 
which they, who were perſonally 
engaged in the warfare, had with 
the inhabitants of their native ſoil, 


AA dreadful cloud is now impend- 


ing 
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„ 
ing over the central parts of Europe, 
and we know not where it may diſ- 
charge itſelf, or how far its baleful 


influence may extend | 


To diſcuſs the juſtice or expedi- 
ency of political differences among 
nations, would but ill become the 
ſtation in which I am placed ; ne- 
vertheleſs, as a miniſter of that Goſ- 
pel, which, at the ſame time that 
it proclaimed © glory to God in 
e the higheſt,” connected this tri- 
bute of praiſe and adoration with 
ge peace on earth and good- will to- 


« wards 


„ 
tc wards men, it is my duty to 
recommend whatever may tend to 


preſerve or to reſtore ſuch bleſ- 


ſings. 


We truſt in the providence of 
God, that the flames of diſſenſion 
may be averted from us; but it is 
our duty to watch as well as to 
ee pray” for deliverance from what- 


ever may interrupt or diſturb the 


public tranquillity, We have the 
ſatisfaction of reflecting, that the 
bonds of attachment and regard be- 
| tween the higher and inferior ranks 


of 


* 


* 


1 
of mankind are cloſer drawn, reſt 
on a more ſtable baſis, and are more 
generally diffuſed through all the 
departments of life in Great Bri- 
tain, than in the other countries of 


Europe. 


The Law of England, in imita- 
tion of Divine Juſtice, makes no 
diſtinction of perfons. No one is 
authorized to oppreſs another, un- 
der pretence of ſuperiority of rank ; 
but the ſame redreſs for injuries 
is open to all, from the moſt 

B exalted 


T IF} 
exalted ſtation to the labouring pea- 
ſant. 


All Offices in Church and State 
are equally open to all ranks of 


people, and many ſtations in each 


have been filled, with great reputa- 


tion to themſelves and advantage to 


their country, by men, whoſe per- 


ſonal merit has been their ſole re- 


commendation. 


TheAdvantages ariſing from com- 
merce, or from profeſſional excel- 
lence, are at leaſt equally free of 


acceſs; 
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acceſs; and great talents, joined 
with induſtry and integrity, ſeldom 
| fail to meet with their due reward, 
L in whatever fituation of life they 
1 may appear. 


To enable the inferior ranks the 
better to participate in theſe advan- 
1 tages, many excellent Inſtitutions 


are provided, to defray the expence 


of proper education, and to bring 
J forth latent merit from obſcurity, 
ö in which, from defect of cultiva- 
tion, and want of opportunities of 


B 2 diſplaying 


11 
diſplaying itſelf, it might have re- 


mained unnoticed. 


Even. inferior, but perhaps not 
leſs important or beneficial, degrees 
of inſtruction, and ſuch as muſt in- 


fallibly be uſeful in every ſtation, 


are freely communicated to all in- |; 
diſcriminately, who are willing to 1 
partake of ſuch advantages. 


Since the inſtitution of Sunday 


Schools, the liberal ſupport of | 


which, and of other ſeminaries of 


inſtruion of a ſimilar tendency, 
furniſhes 
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( 2x } 
furniſhes the moſt ſtriking teſtimo- 
ny in behalf of the preſent age, 
ſcarcely any perſon, how poor ſo- 
ever, may not enjoy the ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing their family, however nu- 
merous, inſtructed in the rudiments 
of uſeful knowledge, and taught 
ſuch principles of religion and vir- 
tue, as cannot fail, under the pro- 
tection of the Almighty, to pro- 
duce the faireſt fruits, at a more ad- 


vanced period of life, 


This bleſſed, and, I truſt, I do 
not preſume too far, in calling it 
B 3 pro- 


( 22 ) 


providential inſtitution, has not on- 


ly been the ſource of the greateft 
benefit to the poor, from the in- 


ſtruction and virtuous habits which 


it inculcates and enforces; but, from 


the active perſonal part which thoſe, 
who fill the ſuperior ſtations in ſo- 
cial life, have taken in ſuperintend- 


ing its adminiſtration, and reward- 


ing the progreſs and proficiency 
which is made, from time to time, 
by the youth of both ſexes, under 


their care and inſpection, the hap- 


pieft conſequences can ſcarcely fail 


On 
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On this attention, in thoſe perſons 
of independent fortune and liberali- 
ty of diſpoſition, who poſſeſs a re- 
ſpe& and attachment to Virtue and 
Religion, chiefly depends the ſucceſs 
of theſe Inſtitutions. And the kind 
and generous concern, which is ta- 
ken in this Country for promoting 
the welfare of the poor, both ſpiri- 
tual and temporal, muſt of neceſſity 
tend to eſtabliſh ſuch an intercourſe 
of good offices between the diffe- 


rent ranks of people, fuch a reci- 


procation of protection and regard 
1 on 
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( 24 ) 
on the one part, and of gratitude 
and reſpe& on the other, as muſt 
conduce to unite the people at large 
under one intereſt, and to render 
the inequality of ſtation, inftead of 
being conſidered as a motive for ſe- 


paration or diſcordance, a Bond of 
the cloſeſt union. 


Nor muſt the care and attention, 
which are paid to thoſe who labour 
under the viſitation of fickneſs, be 


| paſſed over in ſilence. Of theſe 


noble, and, I had almoſt ſaid, Beaven- 
born, charities, this Country affords 
5 examples, 


8 

examples, numerous as well as illuſ- 
trious, --- The infirm pauper is here, 
by the benevolent aſſiſtance of the 
opulent, admitted to the participa- 
tion of every remedy, every ſupport, 
every comfort, which is eſſential, 
or even conducive to his recovery, 
and he receives theſe benefits in as 
great a degree, as thoſe, who contri- 
bute to furniſh ſuch aſſiſtance, are 
able to procure for themſelves, 


The benign Providence of our 
Heavenly Father, bas, by the means 
of Chriſtian charity, opened, as it 


were, 


(126 ) 
were, a new path to Heaven, ---- 
It may, we truſt, be leſ difficult, 


than formerly, for « thoſe that have 


ce riches to enter into the kingdom 
ce of God.” - 


Theſe inſtances of benevolence, 
though highly improper to be made 
the foundation of any claim to me- 
rit on our part in the ſight of God, 
before whom the very beſt of us 
ſtand but as humble petitioners for 


mercy, ought not to be concealed 


from mortal eyes. --- We are com- 


manded to let our * light ſhine 


ec before 


* 
2 
1 
4 
+ 
1 1 
5 4 x4 
MS -/ 
f 5 
Ke 
* 
E 
11 
7 
ky 
2) 
£97 
q 
09 
8 
RS 
42 
* 
9 
1 
1.3 
28 
7 
5 
- 
* 
3 
1 
2 
N * * 
* 
I 


3 
. 
bo, 
. 
iN 
34 
v2, 
3 
2 * 
id * 
ke £1 
9 8 
* 9 
> 
5 
* 
7 * 
— 
Pee 


% 
( 27 ) 
ce before men, and not ſuffer thoſe 
talents, which exhibit inſtruction 
and afford patterns for imitation, 


to be buried in uſeleſs obſcurity. 


We muſt not, through diffidence 
or modeſty, that frequently miſtake 
their objects, ſuffer thoſe ties and 
thoſe attachments to remain unno- 


ticed, which form “ the unity of 


e the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 


&« If virtue,” as a great writer has 
expreſſed himſelf, * be the ſupreme 
cc good, 


* Epheſ. iv. 3. 
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( 28 ) 
© good,“ its beſt and moſt fignal 
ce effect is to communicate and to 


« diffuſe itſelf.” 


Nor need it be imagined that 
theſe Examples are likely to produce 
their beneficial effects in Cities only 
or in crouded Societies. It is al- 


ways in the power of men of bene- 


volent and ſocial diſpoſitions, and 


eſpecially at the preſent intereſting 
juncture, to convert even the re- 


tirement, in which they may be 


placed, into a ſcene of active virtue. 


They 
* Ferguſon's Hiſtory of Civil Society. 


1 }) 


They may ſet forth the happineſs 
which the people at large experi- 
ence from the mild and free nature 
of their Government both in Church 
and State. They may point out 
the advantages reſulting from the 
attention ſhewn by the higher ranks 
in ſociety to the lower orders, in 
affording them inſtruction for their 
children, and even for themſelves; 
relief from their neceſſities; and 
means of recovery (as far as human | | 


means are capable) from ſickneſs 


and diſeaſe. 


Prudent 
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| Prudent reflection will ſuggeſt 


many more ſubje cts of congratula- 


tion than thoſe which I have ſpeci- 


fied. And theſe, properly applied 
and enforced, will prove the moſt 
effectual antidote to the contagious 
poiſons, which the malignant in- 
duſtry of ſeditious diſcontent has of 


late been ſo forward in diſſemina- 


ting. 


Inſtead of drawing viſionary 
ſketches of improvement, the at- 
tempt of which may be attended 

with 


i 


with the danger of overthrowing 


that conſtitution, on the advantages 
of which we ſo juſtly congratulate 
one another, let them point out to 
their friends and neighbours the va- 
lue of the happineſs with which 
they are bleſſed at preſent, the dan- 
ger of its loſs, and the little proba- 
bility there is, that they would be 
equally happy under any new and 
precipitate arrangement of the pow- 


ers of the ſtate. 


Time, that brings truth to light, 
has fully ſhewn, that thoſe ſubor- 


dinate 
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( 32 ) 
dinate regulations, upon which the 
happineſs and the peace of ſociety 
more immediately depend, are not 
the reſult of deep-laid policy, nor 
the contrivance of ſubtle refige- 
ment. They have been produced 


only in a long courſe of experience, 


and gradually adapt themſelves to 
che religious opinions, the form of 
government, the temper, and even 
the prejudices, of the times, They 
interweave themſelves with theſe, 
and take a tincture from each. 
Though imperfe& in their nature, 
as ny thing human muſt be, ſuch 


regulations | 


ti) 
regulations form the comfort, ſecu- 
rity, and happineſs, of ſocial inter- 
courſe, and exhibit mankind in the 
moſt amiable point of yiew. 


Let us then perſevere in cheriſh- 
ing our ancient Cuſtoms, Laws, and 
Conſtitution, not with the blindneſs 
and prejudice of bigotry, but with 
the reverence, affection, and vene- 
ration, due to a parent. Let us 
impreſs the ſame ideas on all, whom 
our counſel or example may influ- 


ence. Let us encourage honeft In- 
duſtry, Economy, and Sobriety, and 
teach 


it 
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teach all our neighbours to ſet a 
proper value on the bleſſings which 
they actually enjoy. Let us enforce 
this advice with energy and ſinceri- 
ty, but with decency and modera- 
tion. If our efforts prove ſucceſſ- 
ful, (and let us truſt that theſe efforts 
will be ſeconded by the bleſſing of 
God I) we ſhall have the ſatisfaction 


of ſeeing our own country flouriſh- 


ing in peace, plenty, and happi- 
neſs, and perhaps be enabled, from 


the weight which theſe advantages, 
Joined with the reputation and cha- 
racer of moderation, candour and 


juſtice, 


4 
juſtice, cannot fail to beſtow, to 


ſay to the contending parties, when 
the violence of perſonal animoſity, 
the enthuſiaſm of novelty, and the 
rage of political party, ſhall have 
ſomewhat ſubſided, in the language 
of the Divine Author of ourReligion, 
. Peace be unto you!“ This 
deſirable and happy event cannot 
however be expected to take place, 
unleſs we remain at peace among 


ourſelves. 


If, therefore, We value the hap- 
pineſs of others, as well as our own, 
C 2 — if 


K 
— if We reſpect the National Cha. 
racer, and the honour and reputa- 


tion which ſuch a truly Chriſtian- 


like Interpoſition would confer, in 
the eyes both of God and Man, --- | 
if We regard the bleſſings to be rea- 

ſonably hoped for, from ſuch a hu- 
mane and benevolent application. of 
the National Powers, (a Purpoſe far 
different, God knows, from thoſe to 
which National Power and Strength 
have uſually been applied I) - Let 
us honeſtly endeavour to check the 


growth of diſcontent, to encourage 


: harmony and peace, together with 
the 


„ 


the practice of thoſe virtues and 
perſeverance in that Faith, which 
the Great Author of our Religion has 
graciouſly bequeathed, as the means 
of happineſs, and terms of ſalvation, 
to the whole Race of Mankind. 


THE END. 


EAT. 
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